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Good Week for Field Work:  For the first part of the week, there 
was not much change in the weather. Temperatures were still 
warm with sunny conditions which provided several days for field 
work as farmers made a good start on planting corn.  However, 
dry conditions still persisted.  The weekend did bring several 
showers that helped some drought conditions in certain areas. 
While rain provided the needed moisture farmers were hoping for, 
temperatures through Sunday dropped slightly. More rain is still 
needed throughout the state. Overall, 5 days were suitable for 
field work, and principal farm activities included plowing, 
hauling and spreading manure, planting corn, sorghum, oats and 
potatoes. 
 
 

PA Topsoil Moisture for Week Ending April 23, 2006 
Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

Percent 
16 

Percent 
21 

Percent 
58 

Percent 
5 

 
 
 
Crops:  Spring plowing is now 75 percent complete, well ahead 
of last year at this time as well as the 5-year average. Planting for 
the corn crop is at 15 percent completion, slightly ahead of last 
year’s pace. Five percent of the winter wheat crop is now 
heading. The early start of heading for wheat is mostly due to the 
crop condition, which is doing very well as 75 percent of the crop, 
was reported as good or excellent. Planting for oats is going well 
at 72 percent as 27 percent of the crop has emerged.  Both values 
for planted and emerged are behind last year at this time. Seventy-
one percent of the oat crop is in either good or excellent 
condition. Potatoes planting is going slower than last year at 12 
percent compared to the 25 planted a year ago.  Tobacco beds are 
close to 50 percent complete, behind average for this time of 85 
percent.  
 
Peaches, cherries, and apples are currently in the pink stage.  
Peaches remain at 94 percent pink and 90 percent in full bloom. 
Cherries are nearly all pink at 98 percent and 95 percent in full 
bloom. Seventy-nine percent of apples are now pink, while the 
amount full bloom is at 21 percent. Each fruit is ahead of its own 
pace set last year for the pink stage as well as the full bloom 
stage. Peaches and cherries remain ahead of their 5-year average 
as well.    
 
Livestock:  Several farmers have not let their livestock out to 
pasture much at all because of the pasture conditions. However, 

more rain is expected to be on the way to improve these 
conditions. This week’s pasture conditions are the following: 18 
percent very poor, 10 percent poor, 33 percent fair, 34 percent 
good, and 5 percent excellent.  
 
U.S. as of April 18, 2006:  Very warm weather expanded across 
most of the United States. Unfavorably dry conditions also 
persisted in the Atlantic Coast States, although late-week showers 
provided some relief in the Mid-Atlantic region. Of the 41 records 
reported by the National Weather Service on April 14, 39 were 
daily record high temperatures. In addition to the heat, more than 
three dozen tornadoes were reported across the central Plains and 
the Midwest during the second half of the week, boosting the 
Nation's year-to-date total to more than 500. Last year, the 500th 
tornado was not reported until June 11. On April 14, severe 
weather shifted eastward into the central and eastern Ohio Valley, 
where 5 tornadoes and numerous large hail reports were noted.  
 
Above-normal temperatures continued to dominate the Nation's 
weather. Moderate precipitation across the Corn Belt hampered 
corn planting, holding progress behind the normal pace.  
 
Corn: Planting advanced to 9 percent complete, 4 percentage 
points behind last year and 1 point behind normal.  
 
Winter Wheat: Nine percent of the acreage was at or beyond the 
heading stage, compared with 6 percent for last year and the 5-
year average. Though well underway in the southern Great Plains, 
heading had not yet begun in the Pacific Northwest, Corn Belt, 
and the northern half of the Great Plains.  
 
Sorghum: Producers had sown 23 percent of their acreage, 7 
points ahead of last year and 8 points ahead of normal.  
 
Small Grains: Planting of spring wheat and barley continued to 
lag behind normal, mostly due to soggy conditions in the Pacific 
Northwest. Barley seeding, at 9 percent complete, was 10 points 
behind last year and 9 points behind normal. Forty-four percent of 
the Nation's oat crop had been planted, 8 points behind last year 
but 1 point ahead of normal. Planting was over 50 percent 
complete Pennsylvania. Meanwhile, emergence had begun on 27 
percent of the acreage, 3 points behind last year but the same as 
the 5-year average. Progress was limited to 14 percent in 
Pennsylvania.  
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Weather Data For Week Ending April 23, 2006 

Last Week Weather Summary April 1 - April 23, 2006 
Temperature Precipitation Precipitation GDD Base 50F Base 40F Station 

High Low Average DFN Total Days Total DFN Days Total DFN Total 

Northwest 
Erie 
Franklin 
Meadville 
Mercer 
Springboro 
Warren 
 
North Central 
Bradford Region 
Emporium 
Kane 
Laporte 
Lock Haven 
Port Allegany 
Renovo 
Ridgway 
Stevenson Dam 
Towanda 
Wellsboro 
Williamsport 
 
Northeast 
Hawley 
Wilkes-Barre/Sc 
Susquehanna 
 
West Central 
Butler 
New Castle 
Slippery Rock 
 
Central 
Altoona/Blair 
DuBois 
Lewistown 
Middletown 
Prince Gallitzi 
Selinsgrove 
State College 
 
East Central 
Allentown-Bethel 
Lehighton 
Matamoras 
Tobyhanna 
 
Southwest 
Pittsburgh/Alle 
Derry 
Myersdale 
Mount Pleasant 
Pittsburgh Intl 
Rector 
Waynesburg 
 
South Central 
Biglerville 
Everett 
Hanover 
Shippensburg 
South Mountain 
York 
 
Southeast 
Green Lane 
Hamburg 
Hopewell 
Lancaster 
Neshaminy Falls 
New Holland 
Philadelphia 
Philadelphia NE 
Reading 
Valley Forge Na 
Willow Grove 

 
73 
81 
77 
79 
77 
81 

 
 

76 
81 
77 
74 
84 
77 
84 
79 
82 
78 
77 
83 

 
 

77 
79 
76 

 
 

78 
81 
80 

 
 

79 
77 
83 
82 
79 
82 
83 

 
 

83 
82 
80 

0 
 
 

78 
79 
76 
78 
79 

0 
78 

 
 

82 
79 
82 

0 
76 
80 

 
 

82 
85 

0 
81 
82 
82 
83 
84 
83 
86 
81 

 
34 
35 
37 
34 
31 
33 

 
 

29 
31 
27 
34 
33 
28 
34 
30 
34 
29 
29 
33 

 
 

29 
33 
31 

 
 

34 
36 
36 

 
 

37 
37 
38 
41 
30 
36 
39 

 
 

36 
36 
31 

0 
 
 

42 
36 
29 
33 
43 

0 
37 

 
 

41 
35 
40 

0 
37 
35 

 
 

40 
39 

0 
41 
38 
40 
45 
44 
38 
34 
42 

 
53 
56 
55 
56 
52 
54 

 
 

50 
53 
49 
50 
55 
49 
55 
52 
55 
51 
50 
55 

 
 

49 
54 
50 

 
 

55 
58 
56 

 
 

55 
55 
56 
58 
52 
54 
56 

 
 

56 
55 
51 

0 
 
 

60 
56 
51 
55 
60 

0 
57 

 
 

57 
54 
56 

0 
53 
55 

 
 

56 
57 

0 
57 
55 
57 
60 
60 
57 
56 
57 

 
6 
9 

10 
9 
5 
8 

 
 

7 
8 
6 
3 
7 
4 
7 
7 

10 
4 
6 
5 

 
 

3 
5 
6 

 
 

7 
11 
10 

 
 

6 
8 
5 
5 
5 
4 
8 

 
 

6 
5 
2 
0 

 
 

11 
8 
3 
8 

10 
0 
8 

 
 

5 
5 
4 
0 
3 
3 

 
 

6 
8 
0 
6 
4 
6 
7 
7 
7 
4 
7 

 
0.63 
0.87 
0.73 
0.83 
1.55 
0.32 

 
 

0.35 
1.10 
0.43 
1.60 
1.17 
0.46 
0.73 
0.56 
0.61 
0.93 
0.88 
1.38 

 
 

1.94 
1.33 
1.68 

 
 

1.76 
1.34 
1.08 

 
 

0.79 
0.84 
1.08 
1.55 
0.88 
1.97 
1.02 

 
 

1.53 
1.81 
1.46 
0.00 

 
 

0.94 
1.46 
1.86 
1.10 
1.29 
0.00 
0.76 

 
 

1.66 
1.51 
1.91 
0.00 
1.56 
1.84 

 
 

1.81 
1.89 
0.00 
2.04 
2.44 
1.74 
2.15 
2.26 
2.37 
1.92 
1.02 

 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

 
 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

 
 

2 
2 
2 

 
 

2 
2 
2 

 
 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

 
 

2 
2 
2 
0 

 
 

2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
0 
4 

 
 

2 
2 
3 
0 
2 
2 

 
 

2 
2 
0 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

 
2.54 
2.72 
1.72 
2.53 
3.46 
2.79 

 
 

2.47 
3.56 
2.49 
2.60 
2.70 
2.35 
2.35 
2.81 
2.23 
1.86 
2.59 
2.31 

 
 

3.12 
2.68 
3.05 

 
 

3.00 
2.92 
2.88 

 
 

1.68 
2.96 
2.80 
2.97 
2.80 
3.11 
2.32 

 
 

2.94 
3.08 
3.09 
0.00 

 
 

2.35 
3.34 
3.40 
2.99 
2.55 
0.00 
2.06 

 
 

2.99 
3.31 
3.77 
0.00 
3.33 
3.36 

 
 

3.24 
3.31 
0.00 
3.49 
3.61 
3.29 
3.36 
3.31 
3.80 
3.23 
1.90 

 
0.05 
0.03 

-0.81 
-0.08 
1.05 
0.10 

 
 

-0.08 
0.98 

-0.27 
0.14 
0.39 

-0.03 
0.04 
0.23 

-0.35 
-0.32 
0.85 

-0.15 
 
 

0.53 
0.47 
0.32 

 
 

0.58 
0.62 
0.51 

 
 

-0.72 
0.43 
0.61 
0.57 

-0.42 
0.70 
0.11 

 
 

0.31 
0.67 
0.11 
0.00 

 
 

-0.04 
0.88 
0.41 

-0.15 
0.16 
0.00 

-0.57 
 
 

0.46 
0.81 
1.24 
0.00 
0.93 
0.61 

 
 

0.45 
0.48 
0.00 
0.90 
0.60 
0.70 
0.60 
0.55 
0.93 
0.44 

-1.11 

 
12 
11 

8 
11 
11 
13 

 
 

13 
14 
10 
11 
10 
10 
11 
11 
11 

8 
10 

9 
 
 

8 
8 

10 
 
 

11 
11 
11 

 
 

9 
13 
13 
10 
13 
11 
11 

 
 

11 
13 
12 

0 
 
 

11 
11 
13 
11 
10 

0 
12 

 
 

11 
12 
14 

0 
12 
11 

 
 

11 
13 

0 
10 

9 
10 

7 
9 

11 
9 
8 

 
94 
83 
85 
86 
61 
69 

 
 

58 
57 
30 
57 
88 
47 
89 
42 
81 
63 
47 

111 
 
 

43 
110 
51 

 
 

89 
121 
101 

 
 

126 
99 

115 
155 
67 
89 

125 
 
 

122 
86 
65 

0 
 
 

172 
111 
52 
99 

164 
0 

122 
 
 

141 
80 

133 
0 

93 
134 

 
 

119 
136 

0 
140 
96 

130 
190 
183 
141 
126 
145 

 
80 
69 
78 
73 
44 
61 

 
 

55 
52 
27 
36 
66 
41 
67 
37 
76 
43 
42 
73 

 
 

36 
86 
45 

 
 

67 
109 
92 

 
 

91 
88 
69 
97 
55 
56 

103 
 
 

84 
54 
41 

0 
 
 

137 
96 
33 
89 

123 
0 

94 
 
 

83 
53 
75 

0 
61 
75 

 
 

85 
116 

0 
99 
56 
89 

124 
117 
109 
64 

105 

 
247 
258 
244 
258 
207 
231 

 
 

194 
229 
169 
192 
267 
193 
268 
200 
259 
216 
186 
291 

 
 

171 
274 
192 

 
 

271 
305 
281 

 
 

309 
269 
302 
355 
237 
267 
312 

 
 

310 
255 
207 

0 
 
 

368 
290 
218 
282 
355 

0 
309 

 
 

340 
265 
330 

0 
269 
327 

 
 

309 
324 

0 
336 
289 
322 
407 
395 
334 
320 
347 

 DFN = Departure from normal (using 1961-90 normals period). 
 Precipitation (rainfall or melted snow or ice) and pan evaporation in inches. 
 Precipitation days = days with precipitation of .01 inch or more. 
 Air temperatures in degrees fahrenheit. 
 Copyright 2004:  Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
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Internet Reporters= Comments, By County: 
 

Reporters are from Extension Service (Ext), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
Conservation District (CD), farmers, commodity specialists, or other knowledgeable individuals. 

 
 
ADAMS COUNTY, Judy A Behney (FSA) - Adams County 
continues to be extremely dry.  Only some parts of the county 
received a little rainfall last Friday evening into Saturday morning. 
Weather forecasters are predicting some rain this coming weekend 
but time will tell whether we get the moisture or not.  Rainfall is 
definitely needed to improve crop conditions. 
 
Some producers have started to plant corn for 2006.  The soil 
temperature is still cool and very dry. Some producers started this 
week with the intentions of getting rainfall over the weekend.  Most 
producers are starting to prepare the soil for planting in the near 
future. 
 
Wheat and barley planted last fall in the county is greening but needs 
rainfall to help develop the crops. 
 
Apple blossoms came out during this week.  Full blossom will occur 
in the next week.  The Apple Blossom Festival is scheduled for May 
6-7 however by that time there will not be many if any blossoms on 
the trees.  Other fruit has mostly already blossomed.  Some 
strawberries are beginning to blossom with the warmer temperatures 
we have had this week. 
 
The temperatures have been in high 60's-70's this week and sunny 
most days and nighttime temps are still in the 40's. 
 
Livestock are now out on pasture but the pastures also need the rain 
to help the grass to grow. 
 
ADAMS COUNTY, Thomas Kerr - We received our first 
significant rain in several weeks with an average of 2.5 inches on 
Friday night through Saturday.  With the promise of rain many local 
producers were busy this week taking advantage of the warm dry 
weather getting in at least a few fields of early corn.  Some rye was 
chopped late in the week as well.  The fruit has escaped any injury 
thus far. Peaches and cherries are past full bloom.  It appears that 
apples will be in full bloom by the beginning of May.  Cold weather 
is predicted this week that may slow the progress. 
 
BUCKS COUNTY, Michael P Fournier (EXT) - The lack of rain 
through most of the spring allowed for field work to be completed on, 
or ahead of, schedule.  Rain over the weekend (1"+) will set the stage 
for corn planting to begin in earnest over the next week or two. Rye 
and grass hay are short due to lack of moisture. 
 
CAMBRIA COUNTY, Dolly Litte (FSA) - What a beautiful week 
for doing field work, except for the dry conditions.  One could see the 
dust flying as the tractors were plowing in the fields early in the 
week.  A good soaking rain that came late Friday evening and all day 
Saturday was a welcome site.  Showers continued off and on Sunday. 
The grasses are growing and turning green.  Corn and potato planting 
is just beginning. 

CENTRE COUNTY, Dick Decker - Good week for field work.  
Some corn being planted.  We received 1.1 inches of rain fall in the 
last several days. Total rainfall is down YTD. 
 
COLUMBIA COUNTY, Dan McCarty (AgChoice) - 2 inches of 
rain in the past week.  Most tillage is done but still a bit early for 
much planting activity. 
 
CRAWFORD COUNTY, Ron McCorkle (NRCS) - Overall, a very 
good week for field work.  Farmers were taking advantage of the dry 
field conditions to get as much work done as possible.  Pastures are 
growing slowly; however, the weekend rains should give a much 
needed kick start to the grasses. 
 
FOREST COUNTY, Thomas Tanner (FSA) - The four County 
areas Clarion, Forest, Venango and Warren received to 2 inches of 
rain over the weekend. 
 
JUNIATA COUNTY, Dave Stetler - The 2 plus inches of rain since 
Friday night thru noon Sunday brought much needed help, especially 
for barley, wheat, oats, hay and pastures. 
 
LANCASTER COUNTY, Burell Whitworth Jr (NRCS) - Corn 
planting hit full swing last week.  Cutting ryelage was also observed. 
Nice gentle rains really got the pastures growing. 
 
LANCASTER COUNTY, Jeff Graybill - Received about 2.5 
inches of rain over the weekend of April 22nd. 
 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Andrew Frankenfield (EXT) - The 
dry spell has ended for now. Around 2 inches of rain has fallen from 
Friday night until Monday morning.  Some corn has been planted but 
many were still a little reluctant to plant too much this early.  Rye is 
ready to be made for ryelage.  Manure hauling continues; burn-down 
on no-till fields, topdressing, and treating timothy is wrapping up. 
 
SNYDER COUNTY, William C. Sheaffer - Widespread rainfall on 
Friday night into early Sunday morning ranged from 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 
inches.  Prior to the rainfall, the crops on the lighter soils were 
beginning to suffer from the dry soil conditions.  The barley is near 
heading and the wheat is showing very good growth as well as the 
alfalfa, especially, the new seedings made in 2005.  The sowing of 
oats is near completion.  The main activities were spraying herbicides 
and making last minute preparations for the planting season. 
 
WESTMORELAND COUNTY, John Lohr (FSA) - Dry 
conditions and above average temperatures are continuing.  Field 
work progress continues well ahead of the average spring season.  
Larger growers have started corn planting.  Sweet corn, both under 
plastic and on open ground, is also being planted. 



 

 

 
PA Crop Progress for Week Ending April 23, 2006 

Crop Current Week Last Year 5-Year Average 

 Percent Percent Percent 

Spring plowing 
Corn, planted 
Barley, heading or headed 
Wheat, heading or headed 
Oats, planted 
Oats, emerged 
Tobacco beds, planted 
Potatoes, planted 
Peaches, in pink 
Peaches, in full bloom or past 
Cherries, in pink 
Cherries, in full bloom or past 
Apples, in pink 
Apples, in full bloom or past 

75 
15 
10 

5 
72 
27 
50 
12 
94 
90 
98 
95 
79 
21 

64 
14 
13 

3 
74 
18 
78 
25 
91 
29 
90 
19 
60 

1 

46 
7 

10 
3 

46 
14 
85 
10 
59 
38 
54 
35 

NA 
24 

 
 
 

PA Crop Condition for Week Ending April 23, 2006 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Wheat 
Oats 
Pasture 

0 
0 
3 

2 
1 

24 

23 
28 
37 

60 
60 
30 

15 
11 

6 
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